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Great Falls Citizens Association will continue to be involved in the plans
for Route 7’s widening. Other hot topics that the community faces include:
Keeping up-to-date on toxic plume, deer management and
Turner Farm House.
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Great Fall Office | 703.759.6300 | 731-A Walker Road | Great Falls, VA 22066

A Great Falls tradition for over 25 years

Our Tradition of greatness continues! To buy or sell your home, contact us today!

Casey Thompsoy

Casey Thompson GRI, CRS
Life Member, NVAR Top Producer
703-795-3852 Cell
caseythompson@weichert.com

Great Falls $825,000
Enchanting contemporary at the end of a bucolic
lane features vaulted ceilings, skylights, handsome
stone fireplace, hardwood floors, multi-tiered
decking and magnificent views!

REAL ESTATE
SCHOOL FOR $99

GET ENROLLED
FOR REAL ESTATE CLASSES
STARTING APRIL 13th, 2015

IN THE WEICHERT,
GREAT FALLS OFFICE.

For more details, call
703-759-6300, ext. 176
731-A WALKER ROAD,

GREAT FALLS, VIRGINIA 22066www.carolellickson.com
CarolEllickson@weichert.com

708 Seneca Road $975,000
Great Falls, VA  22066

701 Clear Spring $2,500,000
Great Falls, VA  22066

10418 Shesue Street $799,000
Great Falls, VA
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Neighborhood Outlook
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

See Volunteers,  Page 14

By Reena Singh

 The Connection

G
reat Falls residents will see the
results of past resolutions and
actions in the next 12 months.

Community leaders said the
biggest topics the village will discuss this
year include deer management, the Route
7 expansion and possible Independence Day
fireworks.

The deer management survey taken last
year was presented at Great Falls Citizens
Association’s (GFCA) meeting this month
by Vice President Bill Canis. The survey,
taken by residents, will show how locals feel
about various methods of deer population
control, as described at a GFCA meeting last
year.

“People will like to see the deer popula-
tion controlled for various reasons,” Canis
said.

He noted that the majority of residents
who took the survey - nearly 700 - felt the
deer population needed to be controlled.
At the meeting, Canis brought three people
from Greenfire to talk about using neigh-
borhood archery programs to safely and
ethically hunt the deer. The deer meat har-
vested from property owners’ land would
then be given to Hunters for the Hungry, a
program that gives venison to families in
need of food.

“In our meeting of 30 people, there were
only two people who had concerns,” said
Canis. “Ultimately, we’d like to have a patch-

work of hunting around Great
Falls.”

UPDATES ON THE
CLEANUP process for the
methyl tert-butyl ether
(MTBE) leak stemming from
a gasoline spill from the old
Exxon station on Walker Road
will continue through the year.
Last year, GFCA found out the
toxic plume was heading to-
wards the Oliver Estates
neighborhood. In a letter to
Fairfax Petroleum and
Kleinfelder, the group pushed
to have three pumps added
near the site to speed up the
cleanup.

“We will be meeting soon
with Fairfax Petroleum/
Kleinfelder and Virginia De-
partment of Environmental
Quality in a technical discus-
sion of report of the latest re-
sults of the monitoring well
network, due to be issued
about Jan. 26,” said GFCA
Groundwater Contamination
co-chair Glen Sjoblom.

According to Kleinfelder Ge-
ologist Nathan Stevens at the
Nov. 11 meeting, one pump
was recently installed. Adding
another pump, however, may
draw water away from wells.

What could not be promised
was that the site would be
completely clean when
Kleinfelder was eventually
done pumping MTBE out of
the ground. MTBE eventually
degrades into tert-Butyl alcohol, of which
the effects are unknown.

Canis and GFCA Communications and

Outreach Chairperson Phil Pifer also noted
they will be working with the county on the
proposed resident curatorship program.

The association plans to ad-
vocate for the Turner Farm
House to be a first or pilot
project for the program and
will include a master plan on
how the 3.5 surrounding acres
will be designed.

The Turner farmhouse has
been a controversial topic in
the village for several years.
The Save Turner Farm group,
which advocates for eques-
trian clubs and the stargazing
Analemma society, wants to
keep the park low-impact and
make sure no additional lights
are placed near the site. The
park and the farmhouse has
been proposed by interest
groups to be used as a recre-
ation center and art studio,
among other community ar-
eas.

Resident Ginger Nelson-
Yale, Turner Farm Team, said
in a previous interview that
the home has been identified
as one of the last Queen Anne-
style buildings in the county.
Because it’s not just an old,
abandoned farmhouse to her
anymore, she sees it as the op-
portunity to preserve what she
calls a “viewshed” on well-
traveled Georgetown Pike.

“So, there is a need to find
an appropriate use for the
house for this viewscape to be
maintained,” she said. “The
county has to do something
with the property, the house
cannot stay as it is. For those

of us who like the Turner Farm as it is, find

Keeping up-to-date on
toxic plume, deer
management, Turner
Farm House, Route 7.

Great Falls Outlook: Facing Hot Issues

Photo by Reena Singh/ The Connection

Great Falls Citizens Association will continue to be
involved in the plans for Route 7’s widening.

Photo contributed

Deer management will be a hot topic for Great Falls this year.

Photo by Reena Singh/ The Connection

Updates on the the cleanup process for the methyl tert-butyl ether leak
stemming from a gasoline spill from the old Exxon station on Walker
Road will continue through the year.
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News

By Reena Singh

The Connection

P
hase one of Langley High School’s
renovation project has begun.

The building, built in the 1960s,
will receive its first major over-

haul in an effort to update the building to
create a more effective learning environ-
ment for students.

“It’s an exciting renovation,” said Jeffrey
Platenberg, Fairfax County Public Schools
Assistant Superintendent for Facilities and
Transportation Services. “It’s an old facility
in need of an upgrade.”

The School Board approved the $59.7
million contract for Dustin Construction at
its Nov. 17 meeting.

The complete renovation is expected to
take about three years. According to a let-
ter Assistant Principal Jim Robertson sent
to parents this month, light demolition in
the auditorium, auditorium lobby and the
old main entrance lobby began last week.
These areas were closed off from students
and staff as a safety precaution.

“As of this writing, Dustin Construction is
awaiting approval of a permit through the
Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) that will allow them to move their
equipment on site and begin construction,”

On the outside, the courtyard will be used
as a learning center and an amphitheater
will be built near the music department. A
more modern entry way will be built at the
front entrance. The lobby will have space
to become a gathering space for students
or a meeting area for community members.
Additionally, the theater will be converted
into a state-of-the-art performance center.

“Right now, it’s not a very distinct build-
ing,” said Sneed. “It really will look like a
completely new building.”

Because part of the renovations will take
place during the school year, there will be
safety precautions in place.

“We have to design the building construc-
tion around the safety of the students,” he
said. “Regardless of what we’re doing, it’s
going to remain a school.”

A hygienist will visit the school about ev-
ery week to study samples to ensure the air
is not contaminated outside the work zone.
Special ventilation and barriers — some
completely blocking off certain wings of the
school — will be added so students do not
go into those areas outside of construction
hours.

“The most important thing to us is to
make sure students are safe at all times,”
said Sneed.

Robertson stated in the letter sent Jan. 9.
“We have been told that will take two to
three weeks.”

Kevin Sneed, FCPS Director of Design and
Construction Services, said the renovation
will add 23,000 square feet to the school.

“It’s designed to hold approximately
2,100 students,” he said.

Among the most significant parts of the

renovation are an addition for the science
wing and making the cafeteria more tech-
savvy. There will be a space added where
students can take their meals and use their
electronics to check social media or get a
head start on homework.

The update will also include electric and
plumbing to make sure the school is work-
ing as cost-efficiently as possible.

Three-year renovation project
will update local school.

Demolition at Langley Begins

Photo contributed

Rendering of Langley High School’s main entrance in three years.

By Reena Singh

The Connection

F
ive more school buildings and reno-
vations for several existing ones may
be approved by 2020.

The Fairfax County School Board ap-
proved the $856 million Capital Improve-
ment Program (CIP) at the Jan. 22 meeting
to set priority on the projects the school
system wants done in the next five years.

“We’re developing a long view, because
we have significant capital concerns,” said
Superintendent Karen Garza.

During the meeting, she and several
board members said the projects will have
to have separate public hearings and votes.
The CIP was approved unanimously.

THE PLAN calls for the addition of five
elementary schools and one high school.
Both South Lakes High School and
Westbriar Elementary School will have ad-
ditions with construction expected in 2021.
Additionally, capacity enhancements at Lan-
gley, West Springfield, Herndon and Oakton

high schools are proposed.
“Construction funds for renovations at

nine elementary schools and one middle
school, a renovation at one high school, and
planning funds for renovations at eight el-
ementary, one middle, and two high schools
are also included and were part of the 2013
bond referendum,” according to a press re-
lease.

The majority of the projects in the plan
are expected to be completed between 2016
and 2020. The only renovation planned in
the CIP that will begin after are at North
West County Elementary, Fairfax-Oakton
area elementary, Silverbrook Elementary,
Hughes Middle, Cooper Middle, Frost
Middle, Oakton High School and Falls

Church High School. Light renovations at
10 unidentified elementary schools will also
begin construction after 2021.

The plan, which is reviewed annually, is
preparing the school system for nearly
198,000 enrolled students projected in the
next five years.

$220 million of the projects are funded
through previous school bonds. Another
bond referendum will take place in the fall.

The county Board of Supervisors also re-
cently approved to provide FCPS an addi-
tional $16.1 million to offset infrastructure
replacement so bigger projects can begin
taking priority. Typically, the funding is lim-
ited to $155 million.

The Department of Defense is funding 80

percent of the build cost of a new elemen-
tary school on Fort Belvoir - with the rest of
the balance funded by the county.

“This is a plan,” said Springfield School
Board member Elizabeth Schultz. “What’s
being executed now, how it will be done -
that we don’t know. We do have to have
some very real conversations, especially
with our peers at the Board of Supervisors,
because they don’t manage 2.6 million
square feet. It’s something quite less than
that.”

She said that during her visit to a local
school that morning, she was concerned
that parents were still having trouble get-
ting into the parking lot to drop off their
children six minutes after the bell had rung
- a reason she said these capital improve-
ment plans are important.

“How do you materialize visually or un-
derstanding 2.6 million square feet?” she
asked. “The NASA Assembly building in
Florida is one of the largest buildings that I
looked up. That’s eight of them. If you’ve
ever been to the Louvre, it’s four Louvre
museums.”

MEMBER AT LARGE Ryan McElveen said
board members are not the only one’s ex-
cited about the CIP.

“This is the first year I have ever had
someone come up to me on the streets of
Washington, D.C. and ask me about the CIP
just randomly,” he said. “We always ques-
tion as a board whether the community
reads these documents, and I think it’s be-
come quite clear this year that they do.”

Schools to Expand by $856 Million
Capital Improvement
Plan approved,
rising enrollment
causes concerns about
classroom space.

Photo by Reena Singh/ The Connection

Fairfax County Schools Superintendent Karen Garza answers questions
from the School Board about the Capital Improvement Program.
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Long & Foster Great Falls
9841 Georgetown Pike
703-759-9190

At Long & Foster, We Sell Homes

Great Falls $1,295,000
Private 5-acre retreat backs to Nature
Conservancy with short walk to Potomac River.
Elevated building site perfect for a new home
or renovation of existing residence

Call Donna Uscinski 703 -759-7204

Great Falls $1,400,00
European-style mansion offers room after room
of spacious comfort and classic ambiance on
one of Great Falls’ most beautiful sites over-
looking the Walker Bend Valley and pond.

Call Donna Uscinski 703-759-7204

Great Falls $2,400,000
Rare opportunity build up to 3 houses on 10-
acre site from part of L’Auberge Chez Francois
family property overlooking picture-perfect val-
ley with neighboring pond.

Call Donna Uscinski 703-759-7204

Potomac Falls  $965,000
Nestled along the Potomac River and adjacent
to the Trump National Golf Club, this magnifi-
cent home is filled with glorious updates and
the ultimate in amenities.

Call Donna Uscinski 703-759-7204

Great Falls $3,790,000
French County Retreat on 5 private acres adja-
cent to regional parkland along the Potomac
River.

Lynn Kemmerer
703-447-1973

Great Falls $1,250,000
Stunning all-brick Colonial with Georgian-style
portico and Plain & Fancy kitchen.

Lynn Kemmerer
703-447-1973

Great Falls  $1,019,000
Prime location on this one-of-a-kind
Contemporary set on a private one-acre lot.

Lynn Kemmerer
703-447-1973

Sterling
$350,000

Beautiful brick
front updated
townhome in
Jefferson Village.
Freshly painted
with hardwoods,
door to deck
from kitchen with
great view of
pond. Convenient
to Rte 7 & Fairfax
County Parkway.
Helen Vasiliadis
703-930-5255

Burke $595,000
Price reduced! New paint & refinished hard-
wood floors.  3 finished levels with 5 bedroom,
3.5 bath, backyard with trees & deck for enter-
taining and relaxing.

Helen Vasiliadis 703-930-5255

Great Falls $929,000
Renovated w/ the finest design, detail & mate-
rial! Great Room & Kitchen w/ french doors
open to wrap around deck.

Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

Great Falls $1,075,000
Brick colonial on 3/4 acre cul-de-sac lot.
Updated throughout and move-in-ready.
Conveniently located close to Great Falls Village
Center. 5 bedrooms and 3.5 baths.

Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

Haymarket
$395,000

Gorgeous brick
front townhome
with two car
garage backing to
Piedmont golf
course. New
carpeting, huge
country kitchen,
finished walk-out
lower level with
slate wrapped
gas fireplace and
wetbar.
Helen Vasiliadis
703-930-5255
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Great Falls $1,449,000
Must see Modern Contemporary majestically
sited in center of private retreat!  Separate
pavilion offers space for studio, office or
entertaining!

Twee Ramos 703-217-0200

Great Falls  $675,000
Nice level lot near the village. Lot includes Lot
44 and Lot 27 for a total of 1.25 acres.

Karen Washburn 703-598-2841

Great Falls $2,695,000
2 acre split zone property (C8 is street front &
RE behind).

Karen Washburn 703-598-2841

Great Falls $730,000
Minutes from Great Falls Village & Great Falls
Club. Well maintained home with separate
Apartment/Home Office/Studio on 1/2 acre lot.
Tons of space.

Jay Ho
703-338-7890
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• Non-Surgical
  Body Contouring
• Cellulite Reduction
• Wrinkle Reduction
• Circunferencial
  Reduction
• Skin Tightening
• Stretch Mark Reduction

GREAT FALLS MEDSPA

The Naked Truth
No matter your body shape, skin tone,
diet or exercise plan, over time our skin
looses elasticity, collagen weakens and
it becomes harder to loose certain
pockets of fat. We also develop wrin-
kles, fine lines and have a genetic pre-
disposition to cellulite, which becomes
a common concern. Do you want a
comfortable, affordable treatment that
provides superior results with no
downtime?

The Bare Solution
Introducing the Venus Legacy
Finally, there is a non-invasive and pain
free solution for you! This revolutionary
treatment use Radio Frequency,
Magnetic Pulse Therapy and
VariPulse™ technology, to treat all of
your concerns in one program.

What is Venus Legacy?
Venus Legacy delivers Multipolar Radio
Frequency and Magnetic Pulse Therapy
to the skin to produce a dense and uni-
form heat matrix. This causes collagen
synthesis and contraction, fibroblast
proliferation, neo-vascularity and
lypolysis.

How many treatments
will I need?
The number of treatments required will
vary patient to patient. We can help you
determine the right package for you.

Are the treatments safe?
YES! Radio Frequency and Magnetic
Pulse Therapy have been used in medi-
cine for many years and are proven,
safe and effective technologies. Your
treatment provider will review your
medical history and your aesthetic
goals to see if Venus Legacy treatments
are right for you.

Is there any downtime?
Absolutely no downtime. A treatment
to one area takes less than 30 minutes,
and has no adverse side effects. You
are able to have a treatment on your
lunch break and return to work right
away.

For the Face, Neck and Body
BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

We can help you
look 15 years younger!

News

T
he newly renovated, handicap-ac-
cessible Grange will be reopened on
March 7 at 10 a.m., during the

Great Falls Farmers Market. John Foust, and
Fairfax County Park Authority officials will
be present to welcome a new era of com-
munity activity and cut the ribbon on the
newly renovated facility.

Ed Luttrell, a native of Sandy, Ore., who
was elected the 22nd President of the Na-
tional Grange in November of 2007, will
come to the re-opened Grange in Great Falls
on March 11. A second generation Granger,
he is the immediate past Leadership/Mem-
bership Development Director for the Na-
tional Grange.

Luttrell is a fourth generation Oregonian.
He grew up on a small farm outside of Port-
land in Shoals, Ore. He is a graduate of
Hillsboro High in Hillsboro, Ore. and spent
time studying livestock management at
Linn-Benton Community College in Albany,
Ore. He has worked in agriculture, auto-
motive services and publishing.

He and Celia, his wife of 34 years, have
three grown children: Ben, Jacob and Char-
lotte, as well as two grandchildren. They
are members of the Boring-Damascus
Grange No. 260 and Clackamas Pomona

Grange.
Luttrell has extensive Grange experience

including Oregon State Master from 1996
to 2000. His Grange accomplishments
started in 1978 when he was named
Oregon’s Outstanding Young Granger. He
served on the Oregon State Grange Mem-
bership Committee from 1986 to 1988 and
was Oregon State Gatekeeper from 1988 to
1992. He and Celia were Oregon State
Grange Outstanding Young Couple in 1989.
Ed served as State Youth Director from 1990
to 1992 and as Editor of the Oregon Grange
Bulletin from 1992 to 1996.

In the past, he has served on the boards
of the Oregon Lands Coalition, Grange
Mutual Insurance Company and Timber-
land States Insurance Company. He is also
a former 4H and FFA member.

Luttrell’s vision for the Grange is to
strengthen the partnership between the
State and National levels of the organiza-
tion, in order to aid the Community Granges
in achieving their goals. Promoting growth
through new Granges, reorganizing inactive
Granges and revitalizing existing Granges
is a primary focus of his team building ef-
forts.

Great Falls Grange
To Reopen on March 7



Great Falls Connection  ❖  January 28 - February 3, 2015  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



8  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  January 28 - February 3, 2015 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion

L
ong awaited, the opening of the Sil-
ver Line promises to bring transfor-
mation to Tysons and around the
current station in Reston, with an-

other Reston station and Herndon to come.
The opening of Springfield Town Center has

been greeted by enthusiastic shoppers, show-
ing plenty of demand for retail
and restaurants.

Housing prices are up, al-
though so is the number of

houses on the market, while the number of
houses sold is down from last year.

But from local government, current eco-
nomic conditions overall look more like this:

Job growth has slowed, and the jobs that are
being created are lower paying. There is a de-
cline in federal and business services employ-
ment, while the job growth that the region is
experiencing is dominated by gains in hospi-
tality and retail sectors. Slowing job growth
and lower wages mean lower demand for home
purchases and retail spending, while declines
in federal jobs and government contractors
mean lower demand for office space. The re-
gion is growing, but it is growing at a slower
rate than projected one or two years ago.

Lower demand for office space translates into
19 million square feet of vacant office space in
Fairfax County alone. Just for some sense of

scale, that is like having eight malls the size
Tysons Corner Center (2.4 million square feet)
completely empty. Arlington County has an
office vacancy rate of more than 20 percent;
in Rosslyn, the rate is approaching 30 percent
(27.7). Overall, Northern Virginia has an of-
fice vacancy rate of more than 17 percent.

Not only are companies moving their offices
from older office space to newer space, more
transit-oriented space, but as they do so, they
are downsizing the amount of space, leaving
more less modern space vacant in the process.

The result will be a very difficult budget year
in Northern Virginia. It’s also a call to do things
differently.

Critical to a successful economy will be to
create housing that service and hospitality
workers can afford. We have a massive short-
age of affordable housing, and the opportu-
nity transform some of the massive quantities
of vacant office space into thoughtful, well-
designed housing.

Be Part of the
Pet Connection

The Pet Connection, a bi-annual themed edi-
tion, will publish Feb. 25, 2015.

We invite you to send us stories about your

Outlook Many bright spots will be overshadowed in
the coming budget season.

Editorial

To the Editor:
Your article “How Does She Do

It” - Karen Garza’s vision: the irre-
sistible force moving immovable
object of Fairfax County Public
Schools (The Connection, Decem-
ber 24-10, 2014) showed FCPS Su-
perintendent Dr. Garza as a force
for change. In the Fairfax County
school system, students demon-
strate excellence by collaborating
and achieving good grades with
the assistance of teachers.

Teachers play a massive role in
the successful education of stu-
dents because teachers have high
expectations for their students,

they consistently stress the mate-
rial that students need, and the
teachers provide in class discus-
sion which allows students to re-
lay what information they have
obtained. However, the total com-
bination of homework assigned by
high school teachers for any one
student is often excessive. As a
result, students become over-
whelmed with excess homework,
even though the students might
already understand the specific
material. Students with excessive
homework in school have less time
to spend in after school activities,
less time to study on their own,

A Challenge for Garza: Excessive Homework
and less time to accomplish per-
sonal achievements.

Most experts agree, as do Fairfax
County Public Schools’ own guide-
lines that high school students
should only have two hours of
homework per night, in total. Cur-
rently, many teachers expect at
least one or more hours of home-
work for each of their classes, es-
pecially at the honors levels. An-
other problem is that the teachers
are not coordinating large tests
and assignments as efficiently as
possible. The end effect is that stu-
dents taking various classes have
too much homework dumped on

them all at once, as well as at too
many tests on certain testing days.

Students will be able to obtain
more sleep next year due to the
later start times of high schools.
Superintendent Garza plans to
solve any issues that arise in the
school systems; hopefully she will

recognize that the failure to co-
ordinate and limit homework
among teachers is also a massive
issue for high school students in
FCPS.

James Adams
Herndon

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
This letter is in response to a

recent letter to the editor in oppo-
sition to Fairfax County’s Fall Can-
kerworm (FCW) spraying pro-
gram.

I am the Chairman of the Fairfax
County Tree Commission, which is
appointed by the Board of Super-
visors to advise them on all mat-
ters relating to tree preservation
in the county, including the ben-
efits and threats to our urban for-
ests and the potential environmen-
tal impact. The commission has
positions for a representative from

each county district, as well as one
from the Fairfax County Park Au-
thority, the NV Soil and Water Con-
servation District, the Environ-
mental Quality Advisory Council
(EQAC), the VA Dept. of Forestry,
and the Virginia Cooperative Ex-
tension program.

Last year the Commission held
a special meeting to hear and dis-
cuss the concerns of county citi-
zens about the potential environ-
mental impact of the spraying pro-
gram, as well as its necessity, cost
and alternative means of control.
We also participated in a similar

Better Safe Than Sorry meeting held by EQAC. The spray-
ing program is maintained by the
County’s Urban Forest Manage-
ment Division, and it was present
at both meetings to describe the
program and answer questions.

After much discussion and fur-
ther research, we concluded that
FCW threat to our already stressed
tree canopy is limited but real, and
that without a carefully monitored
and precisely targeted spraying
program, we risk a potential out-
break of FCW that can defoliate,
weaken, and ultimately kill ma-
ture trees. These includes oaks and
beeches, which are favored by the

FCW caterpillars. Last year, almost
57,000 acres of trees in eastern
Virginia suffered light to heavy
FCW defoliation, including in
nearby Fauquier, Prince William
and Stafford Counties. Yes, we are
aware that the spraying can also
kill other native butterfly and
moth caterpillars that mature at
the same time in the early spring,
and that migratory birds, espe-
cially chickadees, feed on such all
such caterpillars. But the Fairfax
County spraying program is trig-
gered only when careful monitor-
ing of trees in areas of previous

See Letters,  Page 9

pets, photos of you and/or your family with
your cats, dogs, hamsters, snakes, lizards,
frogs, rabbits, or whatever other creatures
share your home or yard with you.

Tell us the story of a special bond between a
child and a dog, the story of how you came to
adopt your pet, or examples of amazing feats
of your creatures. Can your dog catch a Frisbee
10 feet in the air, or devour an entire pizza
when you turn your back for less than a
minute?

Do you volunteer at an animal shelter or
therapeutic riding center or take your pet to
visit people in a nursing home? Tell us about
your experience.

Have you helped to train an assistance dog?
Do you or someone in your family depend on
an assistance dog?

Or take this opportunity to memorialize a
beloved pet you have lost.

Send photos and identify everyone in the
photo including the pets (great preference for
photos of pets and people), tell us what is hap-
pening in the photo, and include your address
(we will only print the town name).

Submissions should arrive by Feb. 18.
Email editors@connectionnewspapers.com,

or submit photos and stories directly on our
website atwww.connectionnewspapers.com/
contact/letter
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Now Enrolling for 2015-2016

www.vgdsva.com
703-759-4049

Preschool
Full Day Kindergarten

Montessori
Mommy & Me Programs

Childcare
Before & After School Age Childcare (K-6)

outbreaks indicate that the risk
of a new outbreak is high.

The chemical used, called Btk,
is derived from a naturally occur-
ring soil bacterium and is ap-
proved by the ISDA for use in or-
ganic gardens.

The spraying is done by helicop-
ters at low altitudes over small
blocks to limit drift, open areas are
not sprayed, and a 200 ft buffer is
maintained inside the tree line.
The BTW is in low concentration,
and it persists for only two weeks
or less.

Individual property owners can
opt out of the spraying or have it
done from the ground, and the
Board of Supervisors must give fi-
nal approval before spraying be-
gins. Furthermore, the county has
sprayed only four times in the last
15 years. In 2014, only 2,000 acres
were sprayed, which is less than
1% of the county’s tree canopy.

The Tree Commission has just
sent a resolution to the Board of
Supervisors that essentially says
we wish that the already limited
and carefully targeted FCW spray-
ing program were unnecessary, but
until this is so, the benefits to trees
outweigh the costs and potential
risks.

Once mature canopy is lost, in
can take decades to replace, and
the environment suffers We also
ask the County to reach out to vol-
unteers and neighborhood groups
to further study the longer term
environmental impact of Btk
spraying and to ensure that all
other reasonable alternatives are
used to prevent and mitigate fu-
ture FCW outbreaks.

Robert Vickers, Chairman
Fairfax County Tree Commission

Great Falls

Colonel’s
Modesty

To the Editor:
I learned in your obituary of Col.

Pete Hilgartner, last week, that for
service in Vietnam he earned the
Silver Star - the third-highest mili-
tary combat decoration, awarded
for gallantry to a small fraction of
a percent of Soldiers, Sailors and
Marines. I came to know Col.
Hilgartner when I became in-
volved in the Great Falls Freedom
Memorial, which he guided and
drove as elder statesman for years
after his initiative led to its cre-
ation. It marks the colonel’s mod-
esty that through all our meetings
and intercourse, his valorous
record never emerged.

Bruce Ellis Fein
Great Falls

From Page 8

Letters
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FRIDAY/JAN. 30 - SATURDAY/FEB. 15
“13: A Hilarious Coming-of-Age

Musical.” The Alden, 1234
Ingleside Avenue, McLean. The show
chronicles the story of Evan
Goldman, a New York City boy whose
life is on the cusp of teen-hood. Evan
finds himself dealing with a divorce,
trying to fit in with the cool kids at a
new school in an Indiana town, and
one other major event ... his
impending Bar Mitzvah. The MCP
production of “13” includes a
seasoned, yet all adolescent cast of
17 between the ages of 12-16.
Selected through an open audition,
the cast members include students
from Northern Virginia schools such
as Langley High School, McLean High
School, Frost Middle School,
Longfellow Middle School, Rachel
Carson Middle School, Thoreau
Middle School, Spring Hill
Elementary School Our Savior
Lutheran and the Metropolitan
School of the Arts.Tickets: $23-$25.

THROUGH SATURDAY/JAN. 31
Exhibit of Colorful Nutcrackers. 11

a.m. - 4 p.m. Closed on Tuesdays.
Sully Historic Site, 3650 Historic
Sully Way, Chantilly. See an amazing
array of nutcrackers, both old and
new, in a colorful case exhibit. Did
you ever wonder where the craze for
collecting nutcracker dolls came
from? Nutcrackers have a fascinating
history. The first nutcrackers were
produced to crack nuts more
effectively and the oldest known
metal example, on exhibit in Tarent,
Italy, is from the third or fourth
century B.C. The Leavenworth

Nutcracker Museum in Leavenworth,
Washington, shows a bronze Roman
nutcracker dated between 200 B.C
and 200 A.D. German nutcrackers,
made as decorative pieces, were
developed around 1500. Early
nutcrackers were in the shapes of
animals, birds and people. Later, they
were made in the likeness of kings,
soldiers, church leaders and ruling
class figures. Fine wood carved
nutcrackers were created across
Europe, especially in France and
England by the 15th and 16th
centuries. Admission: $7/adult, $6/
student, $5/senior or child.

THROUGH WEDNESDAY/MARCH 11
Ice Skating at Tysons Corner

Center. Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. -
9 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m. - 11
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m.- 7 p.m.Tysons
Corner Outdoor Center, 1961 Chain
Bridge Road, Tysons. Adults,$10;
Child/Senior/Military, $9; Skate
Rental, $6; Group of 10+, $12 and
includes skates

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 28
Winter Wonderland. 10:30 a.m.

Dolley Madison Library, 1244 Oak
Ridge Avenue, McLean. Learn how
different animals survive in winter.
Presented by Riverbend Park.
Sponsored by Dolley Madison Friends
of the Library. Age 3-5 with an adult.
Call branch to make arrangements
for sign language interpreters,
listening systems or real-time
captioning by calling the library
branch.

Pokemon League. 4:30 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,

Great Falls. Drop-in and play
Pokemon with your friends!

THURSDAY/JAN. 29
Reading Buddies. 4:30 p.m. Great

Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Beginning readesr
practice reading to teens.

Adult Book Discussion: The
Goldfinch by Donna Tartt. 1 p.m.
Patrick Henry Library, 101 Maple
Avenue East, Vienna.

Jonathan Edwards. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap,
1635 Trap Road, Vienna. Champion
of the acoustic guitar, this vibrant
singer/songwriter spreads “Sunshine”
through earnest songs, feel good folk,

and heartfelt Americana. Tickets:
$25.

Crys Matthews. 6 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Avenue East, Vienna.
Three of the mid-Atlantic’s most
notable up-and-coming singer-
songwriters are coming together for
one night of music. On Thursday,
January 29, Crys Matthews, Andrea
Nardello and Kipyn Martin will
perform at Jammin’ Java. Tickets:
$10-$15.

FRIDAY/JAN. 30
Playdate Café. 10 a.m. Great Falls

Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Toys and playspace for

children, coffee and conversation for
grownups!

Drop-in Chess. 3:30 p.m. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Drop-in and play chess.
All skill levels and ages welcome.

Preschool Age Puppet Show:
Lighters and Matches for Tools.
11 a.m. Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Our
dedicated Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Department highlights fire
safety.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JAN. 30 - FEB. 1
Sugarloaf Crafts Festival. 10 a.m. -

6 p.m. Dulles Expo Center, 4320
Chantilly Shopping Center, Chantilly.
Browse and buy items and fine art
created by more than 250 celebrated
American artists. Jury-selected artists
will display one-of-a-kind items in
sculpture, glass, jewelry, fashion,
wood, metal, furniture, home
accessories, leather, photography and
fine art. The Festival also features
live music, children’s entertainment
and specialty food vendors. For more
information, including admission
discounts, a list of artists
participating in the show and
discount hotel rates, visit
www.sugarloafcrafts.com. Adults: $8
online; $10 at the door. Children
under 12.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31
Cars and Coffee. 7 a.m. Katie’s Coffee

House, 760 Walker Road, Great Falls.
Early on Saturday mornings you’ll
find an amazing gathering of cool
cars - antique, custom, hotrods,
exotic, sports cars, they’re all here.

Schooner Fare. 7:30 p.m. Wolf Trap,

Photo by David Segal Photography

Actors Allison Shelby, Casey Bauer, Daddy Issa and John
Barclay Burns rehearse a scene from Vienna Theatre
Company’s upcoming production of Ken Ludwig’s roman-
tic comedy, “Be My Baby,” running through Feb. 8.

Calendar

Send announcements to north@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday
for the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.

See Calendar,  Page 11
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2ND ANNUAL

Friday, March 6, 2015
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington/Fairfax Region help
hundreds of at-risk youth every day
right here in Fairfax County.

We invite your organization to consider sponsorship
opportunities for our 2nd Annual Boys and Girls Clubs
of Greater Washington, Fairfax Region Casino Night.

Casino Night is a fun-filled evening featuring:
• Full complement of staffed gaming tables including Texas Hold ’em,
   Black Jack and Craps, Roulette
• Fabulous dinner buffet * open bar * amazing raffles, live and silent auction
• Celebrity Emcee with music and dancing.

The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner
1700 Tysons Boulevard, McLean, Virginia 22102 • On the Silver Line

Friday, March 6, 2015
6:30-11:30pm

Tickets: $95.00 per person,
$175.00 per couple

Special Overnight Guest Room Rate
at the Ritz-Carlton for

Friday March 6, 2015 -- $119.00

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Washington/Fairfax Region help boys
and girls of all backgrounds build confidence, develop character, and acquire
skills fundamental to becoming productive, civic-minded, responsible adults.

BGCGW provides a safe and positive environment for our youth.

Tickets: www.bgcgw.org/fairfax/casino-night/

Boys & Girls Club Fairfax Casino Night

OF GREATER WASHINGTON
FAIRFAX COUNTY REGION

1635 Trap Road, Vienna. Maine’s
premier folk duo presents an
exuberant mix of original folk songs,
country ballads, and maritime
masterpieces laced with “Down East”
humor. Tickets: $27-$32.

“Richard Rodgers: One Man and
His Lyricists.” 1 p.m. The Alden,
1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean. Jazz
Masters with John Eaton. $10/$5
MCC district residents.

Great Falls Farmers Market. 9 a.m.
- 1 p.m. Old Schoolhouse, 9812
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.The
history of the Old Schoolhouse on
display on Saturdays at the Great
Falls Historical Society table through
mid-February.

SATURDAY/JAN. 31 - SUNDAY/FEB. 8
“Be My Baby.” 8 p.m. Vienna

Community Center, 120 Cherry
Street, Vienna. Be My Baby is a
romantic comedy that tells the story
of John, an irascible Scotsman and
an uptight English woman, Maud,
and how they’re brought together
when his ward marries her niece and
the young couple decides to adopt a
newborn baby. The older couple has
to travel to California to pick up the
child and bring her home to Scotland
but John and Maud despise each
other. While in California, they learn
some startling lessons about life and
love. Tickets: 14.

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY/FEB. 4-5
International Guitar Night. 8 p.m.

Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna.
A night of international guitar
virtuosos featuring poetic lyricist
(Gore), Grammy-winning classical
guitarist (York), jazz master

(Figueiredo), and steel string prodigy
(Jamal). Tickets: $25-$27.

SATURDAY/FEB. 7
Cars and Coffee. 7 a.m. Katie’s Coffee

House, 760 Walker Road, Great Falls.
Early on Saturday mornings you’ll
find an amazing gathering of cool
cars - antique, custom, hotrods,
exotic, sports cars, they’re all here.

Great Falls Farmers Market. 9 a.m.
- 1 p.m. Old Schoolhouse, 9812
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.The
history of the Old Schoolhouse on
display on Saturdays at the Great
Falls Historical Society table through
mid-February.

FRIDAY/FEB. 13
Climate Action Movie Night. 7:30

p.m. Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter
Mill Rd, Oakton. Join the Faith
Alliance for Climate Solutions’
screening of “Thomas Berry: The
Great Story”. As a pioneer in the field
of spiritual ecology, Thomas Berry
created a quiet revolution. Discussion
will follow the film. Free. http://
www.faithforclimate.org; 571-882-
9312.

SATURDAY/FEB. 14
Cars and Coffee. 7 a.m. Katie’s Coffee

House, 760 Walker Road, Great Falls.
Early on Saturday mornings you’ll
find an amazing gathering of cool
cars - antique, custom, hotrods,
exotic, sports cars, they’re all here.

Great Falls Farmers Market. 9 a.m.
- 1 p.m. Old Schoolhouse, 9812
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.The
history of the Old Schoolhouse on
display on Saturdays at the Great
Falls Historical Society table through
mid-February.

ONGOING
Tai Chi Beginners’ Practice.

Through March 21. Free Tai Chi
beginners’ practice. Open to all.
Every Saturday, 8-9 a.m. St. Luke’s
Catholic School Gymnasium, 7005
Georgetown Pike, McLean.

Free Comedy Showcase. Thursdays
8:30 p.m., at Kalypso’s Sports
Tavern, 1617 Washington Plaza N.,
Lake Anne Village Center, Reston.
Kalypso’s hosts weekly comedy shows
that feature some of the best national
touring and local comedians in the
area. Free of charge.

Family Fun Entertainment Series.
Saturdays 10-10:45 a.m., at Reston
Town Square Park, 11990 Market St.,
Reston. Every Saturday enjoy live
shows, children’s music and other
child-friendly entertainment. 703-
476-4500.

Movies and Mimosas. Saturday and
Sunday 11 a.m., at Reston Town
Center, 11940 Market St., Reston.
Showings in the morning; look up
showings online.
www.bowtiecinemas.com.

Smart Markets. Wednesdays 3-7 p.m.,
Smart Markets at 12001 Sunrise
Valley Drive, Reston. Smart Markets
is a producer-only farmers’ market
that offers food and live music from
local jazz group, devoted to
supporing local economy and a
healthier environment. For more
information visit, facebook.com/
smartmarketsreston, twitter.com/
smartmarkets and
www.smartmarkets.org.

Open Mic Night. Wednesdays 9:30
p.m-1:30 a.m. Jimmy’s Old Town
Tavern, 697 Spring St., Herndon.
Register your band at
BluesSlide@aol.com or 703-593-
5206. www.jimmystavern.com.

From Page 10

Calendar
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Neighborhood Outlook

By Donald Sweig

The Connection

T
he current pair of adult Bald
Eagles at Great Falls have re-
built their nest, which fell or
blew down last spring.

For at least 20 years, Bald Eagles, al-
though surely not the same two birds, have
been nesting on Conn Island, which is the
large tree-covered island in the middle of
the Potomac just above the cofferdam, up
river from the Great Falls themselves.

The original nest was in a large sycamore
tree on the northern or Maryland side of
Conn Island, and was best seen from the
river trail on the Maryland side of the Great
Falls Park. Bald Eagles tend to use the same
nest year after year, adding more sticks and
branches each year until the nest can be-
come quite large, as much as 8-feet in di-
ameter, up to 10-12-feet deep, and weigh-
ing well over 1,000 pounds. About six years

or so ago, one of the supporting limbs of
the original nest tree broke, and the nest
collapsed to the ground and into the
Potomac.

Obligingly, the eagles soon built another
nest, but this time on the southern end of

Conn Island where it was easily viewable
from both sides of the river. The eagles suc-
cessfully raised and fledged one-to-three
chicks from this nest each year for about four
years. That nest was destroyed in the great
Derecho windstorm, on June 29, 2012.

Very soon after, the eagles built yet an-
other nest in a large tree, very close to the
sycamore nest tree. That nest, which fledged
three young eagles in 2014, was also blown
down by a strong wind storm in the late
Spring 2014.

For two or three months no new nest
building was seen, and it was feared that
the eagles had gone elsewhere. Then, in
early November 2014, they were seen con-
structing a new nest higher up in the same
tree from which the former nest had been
blown down.

This newest nest is easily seen from both
sides of the river; it can be seen from the
concrete water-intake-platform or from the
river trail on the Maryland side near the
Tavern at Great Fall in the C&O National
Historical Park, or from the Potomac shore-
line on the Virginia side in Great Falls Na-
tional Park. The nest can be seen with the
naked eye, although a pair of binoculars or
a spotting telescope gives a much better
view.

Bald Eagles, in the mid-Atlantic/Chesa-
peake region usually mate and lay eggs in
mid-February. They incubate the eggs for
about a month (34 to 36 days) before the
chicks hatch, and then it takes about 10 to
12 weeks before the young, juvenile eagles

New nest is visible
from Potomac, Md.
or Great Falls, Va.
national parks.

Bald Eagles at Great Falls Rebuild Fallen Nest

See Bald Eagles,  Page 13

Photo by Donald Sweig

A Bald Eagle sits in the newly reconstructed nest on an island in the
Potomac River, visible from Great Falls National Park.
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Enjoy the Warmth of Irish Tradition
with our 27th Season of Winter Concerts

of Traditional Celtic Music

The Old Brogue
has live

entertainment
Thurs.-Sat. Nights

Sunday Brunch

Children’s Menu

Outdoor Patios

Celebrating our
34th year in

Great Falls, Va.

Tripadvisor
Certificate of
Excellence

2014

Corner of Walker Road & Georgetown Pike in the Village Centre
760 Walker Rd., Great Falls, VA • 703-759-3309

www.oldbrogue.com

Come & Enjoy

$90( if the 4 p.m. and the 6 p.m. sell out we will offer a 8p.m. seat-
ing). $90. Children’s tickets (under 12) are $12 per child per show.
There will be a full menu and full bar available during the concerts.
For more information call 703-759-3309. To buy tickets go to
www.instantseats.com/events/oldbrogue

This is our 27th season of Winter Sunday Night Concerts, with some of the best Celtic
music from around the world. We offer two seatings on Sunday nights, 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. with
a ticket price of $17 per concert, or you may purchase a season ticket for all six concerts for

Sun. Feb. 1 Maggie Sansone ( hammered dulcimer), Andrea Hoag (fiddle)
Sharon Knowles ( Celtic harp)  &  Patrick Egan ( vocals, guitar)
www.Maggiesmusic.com

Sun. Feb. 8 Beth Patterson: Bouzouki Queen from New Orleans - Amazing
instrumentalist, singer and comedienne all in one package!
www.bethpattersonmusic.com

Sun. Feb. 15 Al Petteway and Amy White: Grammy and Indie award winning
duo brings their Appalachian flavored music to the Old Brogue.
www.alandamy.com

Sun. Feb. 22 Robin Bullock: Probably the foremost Celtic bouzouki/guitar and
mandolin exponent in the nation! www.robinbullock.com

Sun. March 1 Iona: High-energy Pan Celtic, music and dance.
www.ionamusic.com

Sun. March 8 Ayreheart: Early music with Celtic connections performed with
lutes and guitars. www.ayreheart.com

Winter Newcomers Guide

are ready to fledge and leave the nest.
In late January or especially early Febru-

ary the adult eagles can sometimes be seen
mating on a branch or snag near the nest.
Soon after, one may see a white head
slightly sticking above the edge of the nest
as the eagles incubate their eggs.

When first hatched, the young eagle
chicks will be too small to see in the nest;
by late April or early May the chicks may
be large enough to be seen with a pair of
binoculars or the little telescope. By June
the juvenile birds are nearly fully grown and
can be seen walking and bounding around
in the nest, and flapping their wings, al-
though at this point they’re still being fed
by their parents. By mid to late June they

should be fledged and have left the nest.
Young Bald Eagles are almost entirely

brown when they first leave the nest; by
the end of the first and during second year
they begin to get some transient white on
the body or under the wings. Late in their
third year, and during their fourth year they
become sexually mature and get the white
heads and tails that are so characteristic and
charismatic of our National Bird.

If you would like to see the new nest and,
hopefully, eventually the young chicks in the
nest, the regular weekly bird walk, which
meets Sunday mornings at 8 a.m. in the first
parking lot of the Great Falls National Park
on the Virginia side, always finishes up-river
and has a look at the nest. All are welcome.
Or, take some binoculars and have a look
for yourself from either side of the river.

From Page 12

Bald Eagles at Great Falls
Rebuild Fallen Nest

Photo by Donald Sweig

A Bald Eagle in flight over the Potomac River. The eagles have rebuilt
their nest in Great Falls.

Although there are other Bald Eagle nests
along the Potomac River, the nest at Great
Falls is the easiest to locate and get access
to see. You might even see an eagle flying

or soaring over the river, the nest, or over
either of the Great Falls parks. Bald eagles
are a very special bird, they’re always fun
to see. Come on out and have a look.

Bird Walk to See
Eagles Nest
and More

Every Sunday, 8 a.m.,
Great Falls National Park,
9200 Old Dominion Drive,
McLean. All are welcome.

 School Notes

 On Saturday, Feb.  21, crew team members
from Langley High School will participate in
their “Boats and Oars” fundraising effort
throughout neighborhoods in McLean and Great
Falls. Each year, the Langley High School Crew
Team asks the larger community for financial
support.  Donations to Langley Crew (LCBC) are
tax deductible.

 And the team invites you to come see a regatta or
two in the spring.  Regattas are held Saturdays,
9 a.m.-3 p.m. from March 21 until May 9 (no
regatta on April 4) on the Occoquan at Sandy
Run Regional Park, 10450 Van Thompson Road,
Fairfax Station.

Each year, the Northwest Federal Credit
Union Foundation (NWFCU Foundation)
awards a total of $100,000 in college
scholarships – $5,000 each – to 20 students who

 have demonstrated qualities of leadership,
dedication and commitment in school, at home
and in the community.

“These students have displayed the qualities that
will make them future leaders in our
community,” said Chris McDonald, Chairman of
the NWFCU Foundation and President/CEO of
Northwest Federal Credit Union. “We are
pleased to make an investment in their future –
and our community’s future – by helping them
pay for college.”

Winners of the 2014 Ben DeFelice Scholarships
from our area include:

* Alexandra Cramer, graduate of Langley High
School. She will attend the College of William &
Mary.

* Jamie Joeyen-Waldorf, graduate of Langley High
School. She will attend Northwestern University.

* Jennifer Prosser, graduate of Oakton High School.
She will attend the University of Notre Dame.

* Sydney Sampson, graduate of James Madison
High School. She will attend the University of
Virginia.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
 5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 10:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran, Assoc. Rector

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Kyle Knight Ins Agcy Inc
Kyle Knight, Agent
11736 Bowman Green Drive
Reston, VA 20190

ACROSS FROM RESTON TOWN CENTER
WWW.KYLEKNIGHT.ORG
703-435-2300

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesTree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Selected indoor
plants 1/2 price

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Bonsai, Cactus,
Succulents 25% off

Bonsai, Cactus,
Succulents 25% off

Bonsai, Cactus,
Succulents 25% off

Bonsai, Cactus,
Succulents 25% off

Bonsai, Cactus,
Succulents 25% off

(3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!

From Page 3

ing a use for the house may also
offer the best protection to that
current usage.”

TO HELP SOLVE the ever-grow-
ing traffic problem, Route 7 will
continue to be redesigned for ex-
pansion. Two more lanes to a
seven mile stretch is being planned
- but is not finalized - to alleviate
the growing number of cars that
come through the area due to the
Silver Line Metro stations that
opened in July.

Construction is slated for 2018.
“It’s thought of by (Virginia Department of Trans-

portation) as a tube that funnels people from
Loudoun County to Tysons,” said Pifer.

However, he said, it affects traffic in Great Falls,
including on historic byway Georgetown Pike.

GFCA plans to work on microdesigns of the inter-
sections, including advocating for traffic lights for
various neighborhoods to ensure speedy and safe
exit points.

“It’s one of the biggest things affecting quality of
life for our citizens,” said Pifer about the traffic con-
gestion.

According to JMT-Design consultant Phitsuru
Tanaka at a public information session last year,
2,117 cars travel towards Tysons during morning
rush hour in the area being studied.

During evening rush hour, 2,000 cars travel west-
bound and 1,300 travel eastbound.

They are working with Reston Association and
McLean Citizens Association to form a transporta-
tion coalition.

Dranesville Supervisor John Foust noted a small
improvement that will take place in the upcoming
year: completion of another stone dust segment on
Georgetown Pike from Utterback Store Road to Falls
Chase Court.

“The trail will be maintained by the Great Falls
Trail Blazers under an agreement with Fairfax
County,” he said.

Although he did not comment about a particular
instance, Pifer also said the association will continue
to enforce Great Falls’ values, including “improper

development.”
“We’ll continue to work on the envi-

ronment and the safety of our citizens,”
he added.

More than 150 residents showed up
at a community meeting in December to
speak against the Basheer and
Edgemoore cluster development pro-
posal seeking rezoning. More than 1,450
citizens have also signed in-person and
online petitions to stop the proposal.

More community meetings are
planned in the future to continue the
conversation between the community
and the development company. Those

dates are undetermined as of Jan. 23.
Foust, who attended the meeting, said the Board

of Supervisors will not make a vote on the proposal
until late spring.

“The turnout was significant and impressive,” he
said. “It demonstrates a lot of concern on the
community’s part. The applicant has a lot of work to
do.”

ON THE COUNTY LEVEL, Pifer noted that the as-
sociation plans to continue to advocate for their fair
share of the county budget.

“We’re thinking of how to be more proactive,” he
said.

He said he does not expect that the village gets as
much as certain other areas of the county. However,
he said the citizens need funding for items like parks
and trails to increase local quality of life.

“Unfortunately, it’s especially important in this
strained budget environment,” he said.

Erin Lobato, executive director for Celebrate Great
Falls (CGF), said the lack of fireworks last year at
Turner Farm Park may have sparked more volunteers
for this year’s event.

“Sometimes it takes something like that to happen
to galvanize people,” she said. “There have been a
number of people who stepped up and said they want
to help bring the fireworks back.”

Another problem CGF faced last year was the lack
of volunteers, a problem that slowly is being resolved.

“We will continue to broaden the base of volun-
teers,” said Lobato. “We need some people to help
direct traffic at events or just run the popcorn ma-
chine - just little things like that.”

Neighborhood Outlook

It Takes Volunteers to Run the Village

Photo contributed

John Foust
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Adeler Jewelers ..................................... 703-759-4076
AdGen Telecom.....................................703-757-6757
Allstate Insurance/Doug White................703-759-7700
Aquarian LLC.........................................703-438-8838
Artists on the Green................................703-609-3092
Capitol Realty Services .......................... 703-759-4900
Dent Asset Management........................703-286-7555
Dr. C. Ayers ............................................703-757-6445
Executive Suites at Great Falls................703-865-2500
Falls Salon, The ...................................... 703-759-4758
First Line Financial, Inc. ..........................703-757-7393
Georgetown Learning Centers ...............703-759-3624
Great Falls Creamery. ............................703-272-7609
Great Falls Family & Cosmetic Dentistry..703-759-4707
H2O Pools .............................................. 703-250-5585
Jinny Beyer Studio..................................703-759-0250
Katie’s Coffee House..............................703-759-2759
Knowlera Media.....................................703-757-5444
Lauren Liess Interiors .............................. 571-926-7825
Loebig Chiropractic...............................703-757-5817
New Paradigm Capital Mgmt.................703-757-4802
Old Brogue Irish Pub...............................703-759-3309
Peking Delight Chinese Restaurant.........703-759-5040
Pilates Place, LLC...................................703-405-3371
Pio Pio Restaurant .................................. 703-865-7700
Robert Mobley, AIA Architect..................703-759-1927
School of Theatrical Dance....................703-759-5652
Spectrum Property Management ...........703-307-2965
Teel Construction ................................... 703-759-4754
Village Centre Mgmt Office ................... 703-759-2485
Village Retreat/Massage Therapy...........703-638-4852
Wells Fargo Bank....................................703-757-1040

www.gfvcca.com

The Great Falls Village Centre
776 Walker Road • Great Falls, VA
703-759-2485 • gfvcca@aol.com

Shop Great Falls

~ At The Great Falls Village Centre ~

Great Falls Village CentreGreat Falls Village Centre

Proud Location of the Following Events:
“Egg Hunt”  “4th of July Parade”  “Concerts

on the Green”  “Halloween Spooktacular”
“Celebration of Lights”

“Cars and Coffee”
“Farmers Market”

News

C
lose to the an-
niversary of
the 150th year

of Abraham Lincoln’s
death, the Great Falls
Historical Society wel-
comes Burrus M.
Carnahan, author and
expert on Abraham Lin-
coln and the legal issues
underpinning his writ-
ings and actions to the
Great Falls Library Meeting Room on
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 7-9 p.m., with social
at 6 p.m.

In his first inaugural address, Abraham
Lincoln declared that as president he would
“have no lawful right” to interfere with the
institution of slavery. Yet less than two years
later, he issued a proclamation intended to
free all slaves throughout the Confederate
states. When critics challenged the consti-
tutional soundness of the act, Lincoln as-
serted that he was endowed “with the law
of war in time of war.” In “Act of Justice,”
Burrus M. Carnahan contends Lincoln was
no reluctant emancipator; he wrote a truly
radical document that treated Confederate
slaves as an oppressed people rather than
merely as enemy property. In this respect,
Lincoln’s proclamation anticipated the in-
tellectual warfare tactics of the 20th and
21st centuries.

Carnahan is the author of “Act of Justice:
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and
the Law of War” (University Press of Ken-
tucky, 2007), “Lincoln on Trial: Southern
Civilians and the Law of War” (University
Press of Kentucky, 2010) and of numerous
articles on Abraham Lincoln, international
law and the law of war. A former Associate
Professor of Law at the US Air Force Acad-
emy in Colorado, he is currently a Profes-

sorial Lecturer in Law at the George Wash-
ington University, Washington, D.C., and a
Foreign Affairs Officer in the Bureau of In-
ternational Security and Nonproliferation
at the Department of State. He has spoken
on Lincoln and his era at the Abraham Lin-
coln Institute at the National Archives, the
Filson Historical Society in Louisville, Ky.,
the Lincoln Forum in Gettysburg, Pa., Presi-
dent Lincoln’s Cottage in Washington, D.C.,
Robert Lincoln’s Hildene in Vermont, and
many other venues. He was a member of
the Scholarly Advisory Group for President
Lincoln’s Cottage for 2012-2014, and serves
on the Board of Advisors for the Lincoln
Forum.

Great Falls Historical Society
to Discuss Lincoln Legacy

“Act of Justice” author will speak
Feb. 11 in Great Falls.

Burrus M.
Carnahan,
Author

Terri Parent to Exhibit at
Katie’s Coffee House

Fine art photographer Terri Parent will exhibit “Earth’s Bounty” at Katie’s Coffee
House, Feb. 1- 28. Katie’s Coffee House is located at 760 Walker Road, Great Falls,
and is open Monday-Friday 6 a.m.- 3 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 7 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Parent’s work is on permanent display at The Artists’ Atelier, 1144 Walker Road,
Great Falls, and can be viewed at www.terriparentphotography.com.

Langley Crew ‘Boats
and Oars’ Fundraiser

On Saturday, Feb. 21, crew team members from Langley High School will partici-
pate in their “Boats and Oars” fundraising effort throughout neighborhoods in
McLean and Great Falls. Each year, the Langley High School Crew Team asks the
larger community for financial support. Donations to Langley Crew (LCBC) are tax
deductible.

And the team invites you to come see a regatta or two in the spring. Regattas are
held Saturdays, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. from March 21 until May 9 (no regatta on April 4) on
the Occoquan at Sandy Run Regional Park, 10450 Van Thompson Road, Fairfax
Station.

Week in Great Falls
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Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Langley guard Daniel
Salamone scored 11 points
against McLean on Jan. 23.

Langley Boys Beat
Rival McLean

The Langley boys’ basketball team
limited rival McLean to nine points in
the first half of their Jan. 23 matchup,
but the Saxons couldn’t breathe easy
due to early offensive struggles of their
own.

But after McLean made things in-
teresting early in the second half,
Daniel Salamone and Alexander
Callaghan helped Langley pull away.

Callaghan scored 12 points and
Salamone finished with 11 as the Sax-
ons defeated the Highlanders 53-42
at Langley High School.

Langley led 19-16 with 4:45 left in
the third quarter before running away
with a 16-3 run.

“Offensively, we just had to find a
spark and I thought Daniel Salamone
came in, [along with] Callaghan [and]
Tavon Tarpley,” Langley head coach
Scott Newman said. “That trio of
guards really ignited us.”

Salamone knocked down a 3-
pointer to give Langley a 26-16 lead
with 2:15 left in the third quarter. His
transition bucket with 7:22 left in the
fourth gave the Saxons a 35-19 ad-
vantage.

“We see it all the time in practice,”
Newman said. “… I’m just happy that
he showed everybody else what we’ve
seen in practice and have known he
was capable of for a long time.”

Nate Shafer had eight points and
nine rebounds for Langley. The 6-foot-
4 forward also had multiple blocks.

“I’ve said this and I’ll keep saying
this: He’s the Defensive Player of the
Year in our league,” Newman said.

The win was Langley’s sixth in its
last eight games, improving its record
to 7-7.

Logan Legg led McLean with 13
points.

Langley will travel to face Hayfield
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 30.
McLean (3-13) will travel to face
Washington-Lee at 7:30 p.m. on Fri-
day.

— Jon Roetman

Sports

See Girls,  Page 17

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

I
n 2011, Amanda Baker (then Amanda
Bates) took over as head coach of the
struggling Langley girls’ basketball
program. The Saxons finished 4-18

the previous season, hadn’t produced a win-
ning record since the 2008-09 campaign
and, according to the team’s championship
banner hanging in the Langley High School
gym, had not won a district/conference title
since 1988.

Each of Baker’s first three seasons with
the Saxons ended with a losing record and
first-round exit in the district/conference
tournament. But thanks to hard-nosed de-
fense and a change in coaching philosophy,
the 2014-15 campaign has been a different
story.

The Saxons earned their 10th consecu-
tive victory on Jan. 23, beating rival McLean
44-25 at Langley High School. The Saxons
improved to 13-1 and haven’t lost since fall-
ing to Fairfax on Dec. 16.

FRIDAY’S WIN over McLean marked the
fifth time Langley has held an opponent to
25 points or fewer. The Saxons are limiting
foes to 33.9 points per game, including a
46-14 win over Thomas Jefferson on Jan.
20.

“Defense up front was a huge priority
because I wasn’t sure what kind of scoring
we were going to be able to put up,” Baker
said. “I was like, we have to keep these low-
scoring games and the girls did so well with
it, on top of figuring out ways to score, that
it has reflected positively so far.”

Senior forward Lauren Meyer, who has
been with the varsity for each of Baker’s four
years as head coach, said the Saxons’ de-
fensive success has a lot to do with prepa-
ration.

“I think our defense is so strong because
before every game we know what to expect
from the other team’s offense, so we’re able
to adjust our defense accordingly,” Meyer
said. “I think we do a great job of commu-
nicating on defense.”

How much credit does Baker deserve for
the Saxons’ in-depth preparation?

“It’s 100 percent,” Meyer said, adding that
the Saxons benefit from Baker’s scouting
reports.

Part of the reason Baker has the Saxons
thoroughly prepared is a change in focus.
Baker turned 24 during her first season as
Langley head coach and felt the need to be
in charge of everything. She experienced
success as a player, winning a state cham-
pionship at Forest Park in 2004 before play-
ing at the University of Mary Washington,
but this was different. Baker had to show
she could lead as a head coach.

In her fourth season with Langley, Baker,
now 28, is more comfortable allowing the
Saxons to lead themselves.

“I think I was pretty young when I first
got here and I felt like I had a lot to prove
and I needed to be in charge constantly,”
Baker said. “But giving a lot more leader-
ship roles to the girls, they’ve embraced it

and they respond to each other so well that
I don’t have to do as much. I’m able to fo-
cus more on strategy and what I want to do
in practice instead of discipline and being
in charge, so I think I’ve matured in that
way.”

Meyer, who was a freshman during
Baker’s first year at Langley, praised her
head coach.

“I think she has grown into the position
amazingly,” Meyer said. “I know this sum-
mer she worked so hard on learning coach-
ing tactics that she has used this year, and
they’ve become so noticeable and so obvi-
ous. It’s improved the team tremendously.”

How was Meyer’s first year with Baker?
“I was scared of her at first,” Meyer said.

“I was a freshman, I was scared of every-
one.”

Baker burst into laughter when informed
of Meyer’s admission of fear. Luckily for the
Saxons, No. 44 is no longer scared. In fact,
she’s Langley’s top post defender. Meyer
matched up against 6-foot-2 Madison se-
nior Kelly Koshuta, who will play for Vir-
ginia Tech, and 6-foot-1 South Lakes senior

Princess Aghayere, who will play for Penn,
during Langley victories this season.

“Lauren is ruthless and relentless when
she plays,” Baker said. “You can’t tell her to
slow down or take it down a notch because
she doesn’t know how. She’s at her best
when she’s full speed. It’s really been great
for us because she’s played so many min-
utes against really big kids that to make up
for that lack of size, she’s just bumping them
and pushing them all game to make it an-
noying for them.”

Junior point guard Lizzy Shamloo and
sophomore guard Ari Aulisi had strong de-
fensive performances against McLean on
Friday, helping the Saxons force 16 High-
lander turnovers.

Shamloo had three steals to go with five
points and five assists.

“I actually think Lizzy’s energy is what got
us the lead,” Baker said. “She wasn’t the
one necessarily putting the ball in the hole,
but she got us the possessions we needed
from scrappy defense.”

Coach Baker’s preparation
key during 13-1 start.Langley Girls on a Roll

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

The Langley girls’ basketball team poses with the Rotary Cup after
beating McLean on Jan. 23.

Paige Galiani is the Langley girls’
basketball team’s leading scorer.

Langley senior Lauren Meyer is one
of the Saxons’ top defensive players.
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Authentic Northern Italian cuisine in an elegant and inviting setting.

1148 Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22066
Tel.: 703-759 3131 • Fax: 703-759 0457

info@danterestaurant.com • www.danterestaurant.com

Join the Celebration...
of this Great Falls Treasure

Dante Ristorante of Great Falls, Virginia, with its
authentic and simply delicious Italian cuisine, celebrates
its 25th anniversary this year.

This landmark Victorian mansion – a former private
home – provides a cozy, fine dining experience for various
occasions in its seven private dining rooms and lounge,
including:

• Business Dinner Meetings
• Retirement Parties
• Bridal Showers and Rehearsal Dinners
• Birthday and Anniversary Celebrations
• Or Social Events and Family Get-togethers

A full bar and a selection of fine Italian and American
wines and more are on hand. Free parking on-site.

• 737 Walker Rd. SUITE 1, Great Falls, VA 22066.
• One office available.
• $600 / Monthly.
• Shared Reception, Kitchen and Conference Areas.

Professional Center Associates
Ralph Lazaro • 703 477 6736

rlazaro4@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
  FURNISHED

From Page 16

Sports

Aulisi, listed at 5 feet 10, had
five points, five blocks and five
steals.

“Ari is smart because she knows
she’s long,” Baker said. “She un-
derstands she has some length to
play with, so she knows she can
back off people a little, maybe tip
[shots] from behind. She’s really
come into her own figuring out
what her strengths with her build
are.”

Freshman guard Jordyn
Callaghan scored a team-high 13
points against McLean and has
made an impact during her first
varsity season.

“Once she came in, we … knew
she had talent, but we gave her
some games up front to get accli-
mated with the varsity environ-
ment,” Baker said. “She proved
herself so quickly it was a natural
fit to put her in the starting lineup
and she’s really flourished in that
position.”

While Langley has thrived with
defense, junior guard Paige
Galiani has done much of the of-
fensive lifting. Through the team’s
first 12 games, Galiani led the Sax-
ons in scoring average at 18 points
per contest and was the only
player to average double figures.

“I think my job is mostly to score
and finish,” Galiani said. “I work
really hard in the offseason.”

Galiani finished with 10 points
against McLean.

“She can score from anywhere,”
Baker said. “Inside threat, outside
threat, off the dribble, left, right,
she really is so balanced in her
scoring.”

LANGLEY has seven regular sea-
son games remaining, including a
5:45 p.m. road game against
Hayfield on Friday, Jan. 30.

The Saxons are hoping the
program’s best season in years will
include a conference champion-
ship.

“It’s been so long,” Meyer said,
“it would just be incredible for the
program to have a title to prove
all the hard work we put in.”

With Baker leading the way, the
Saxons should be prepared for any
opponent along the way.

“I think it would set a tone for a
long time,” Baker said of winning
a conference title. “A Madison
[program that] wins constantly,
they get those good kids every
year. [A championship] would
show that we’re now in the ranks
and people want to play basket-
ball at Langley. It’s not a second-
ary sport anymore.”

Girls Aim
High

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com or complete

our online form at greatfallsconnection.com
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is February 18.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in February
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26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”
www.pphionfine.com

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3137(703) 590-3137

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

If I were writing this column in
Massachusetts – where I was born and
mostly educated (K-12), and had a thick
Boston accent, that’s how court would likely
be pronounced; changing a noun into a
verb. But I’m not in Massachusetts. I’m in
Maryland, and the traffic court to which I
semi-refer is in Virginia, so I’m not “accen-
ting” any “misannunciating,” I’m merely
invoking a bit of literary licensing and a
double entendre of sorts, in advance of my
twice-delayed court appearance, scheduled
yet again for this Friday, January 30; and
hoping for the feather while ever mindful of
the hammer.

Transgression-to-date, the administrative
office staff serving the Alexandria Traffic
Court has been extremely reasonable in
responding to my scheduling challenges.
Due to my ongoing treatment for lung can-
cer, which mostly consists of every-three-
week chemotherapy infusions, (same day,
same center), every-three-month face-to-
face appointments with my oncologist (same
doctor, same center) and an every-three-
month diagnostic CT Scan (same center; for
luck, of course), I am not always in control
of my schedule/availability. Moreover, given
the nature and timing of these appoint-
ments (generally scheduled weeks/ some-
times months in advance), especially infu-
sions, which should occur on the same day
(my day is Fridays) every three weeks to
keep the cycle/protocol where it is sup-
posed to be – meaning not subject to
change if at all possible – I am beholden.
And as it relates to my “case,” the officer
who ticketed me back in November is only
in court on Fridays; ergo, the potential for
trouble and the need for understanding.

Now, my infusion schedule may change,
even though I said it doesn’t. And it changes
– without my control (but with my knowl-
edge) – when certain levels measured in my
pre-chemotherapy lab work (completed the
Wednesday before the Friday infusion) are
either too high or too low. When this
occurs, my infusion is delayed a week to
allow my body to recuperate, while a retest
is planned for the following week/ Wednes-
day when the same too-high or too-low
potential exists and another week’s delay is
possible (this fifth week infusion has
occurred once – mostly the delay has been
to a fourth week – nevertheless, the poten-
tial exists). This is my routine and it is pru-
dent that delays in my treatment occur to
allow certain major organs in my body to
not be any more collaterally-damaged than
they already have been. Such is my life and
I’m glad to live it.

However, this unpredictability can cause
problems, since it takes precedence over
any other appointments, as it has twice
already with the Alexandria Traffic Court.
Typically, I won’t know my availability until
the day before the actual infusion is sched-
uled (and coincidentally, the day before my
scheduled traffic court appearance as well),
so I really have no notice to provide; I am a
victim of my own circumstances. But this
Friday, Court will finally see me in person.
No more excused absences – as reasonable
and necessary as they have been. It will be
time to pay the piper (hopefully not).
Planning forward then, should I bore the
Court with an abbreviated version of this
column, appealing to their generosity of
spirit, or shall I just admit my mistake, take
my punishment like a man and get on with
life? After all, I may not exactly be on bor-
rowed time, but I’m not naive enough to
think my clock isn’t ticking.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Traffic
Caught EmploymentEmployment

AUTO DETAILING
Auto Detailers, Car Washers & Managers

Diamond Detail is expanding into the
Alexandria, VA Area Must have a valid
driver's license, clean background and
positive attitude To apply online or for

more information visit our website
WWW.DiamondDetail.com Or call our

employment line at 410-983-1008.

Guest Services Staff
Seasonal

Welcome guests to the most visited
historic home in the US!

Apply to Guest Services position:
www.mountvernon.org/employment

Reflections Salon & Spa is looking for a

hairstylist, manicurist and 
massage therapist with VA license. 

Pay comm 60/40, booth rental 
with sign on bonus $1000.

703-356-6555

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ClassifiedClassified

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero



Great Falls Connection  ❖  January 28 - February 3, 2015  ❖  19www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

H
yatt Regency Tysons Corner Cen-
ter, located in Tysons Corner, an-
ticipates it will be hiring more

than 100 employees. The new hotel, which
is expected to open in winter/spring of
2015, is accepting online applications for
positions in sales, room service, food and
beverage, management, culinary, engineer-
ing, and more. The online application pro-
cess is now available.

“In preparation for opening the brand
new Hyatt Regency Tysons Corner Center,
we are hiring more than 100 staff members
in a variety of positions,” said Daniel Amato,
general manager of Hyatt Regency Tysons
Corner Center. “Job opportunities range
from event sales managers and front desk
supervisors, to room attendants, hospital-
ity specialists, staff accountants, and much

more.”
People who are interested in applying for

a position at Hyatt Regency Tysons Corner
Center are asked to visit
www.tysonscornercenter.regency.hyatt.com
and select the “Careers at this Hotel” link
at the bottom right-hand side of the page.
From there, they are able to see a list of the
open positions and complete the online
application form.

Once the application is submitted and
received, a hiring representative for the
hotel may contact the applicant regarding
further information on interview and hir-
ing opportunities.

For more information on Hyatt Regency
Tysons Corner Center and hiring opportu-
nities at the property, please visit
www.tysonscornercenter.regency.hyatt.com.

The 300-room, 18-story Hyatt Regency Tysons Corner Center
will open in winter/spring 2015.
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Hyatt Regency Tysons Corner Center
to Hire More Than 100 Employees

To have community events listed in the Connec-
tion, send to north@connectionnewspapers.com.
The deadline for submissions is the Friday prior
to publication.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 28
English Conversation Group. 1 p.m. Dolley

Madison Library, 1244 Oak Ridge Avenue,
McLean. Practice conversational English in a
group setting.

ESL Conversation Group. 2 p.m. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Practice English in this casual conversation
group.

THURSDAY/JAN. 29
Adult English Conversation One-on-One.

1:30 p.m. Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. Non-native speakers, call for
an appointment to practice English one-on-
one with our fantastic library volunteers.

FRIDAY/JAN. 30
Adult English Conversation Group. 1 p.m.

Patrick Henry Library, 101 Maple Avenue
East, Vienna. Practice your English
conversation skills in a fun group setting.

TUESDAY/FEB. 10
NARFE Chapter 1116 Meeting. 1:30 p.m.

Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry
Street, Vienna. The speaker John Horejsi,
lobbyist for Virginia State Government will
speak.The meeting is open to all members
and their guests. -

ONGOING
Food Addicts in Recovery. Wednesdays at 7

p.m. at The Vine Church, 2501 Gallows
Road, Dunn Loring. Are you having trouble
controlling the way you eat? Food Addicts in
Recovery Anonymous (FA) is a free twelve
step recovery program for anyone suffering
from food obsession, overeating, under-
eating or bulimia.  For more information or a
list of additional meetings throughout the
U.S. and the world, call 781-932-6300 or
www.foodaddicts.org.

Vienna Toastmasters. 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., at the Vienna
Community Center on the 2nd floor room
opposite the elevator, 120 Cherry St., S.E.,
Vienna. A friendly place to get comfortable
with public speaking and impromptu
speaking for new and experienced speakers.
Open to the public.

Bulletin Board

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business 
as Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wireless) are proposing to build 
an existing location modification of antennas at a top height of 
127 feet on a 127-foot building at the approx. vicinity of 200 
North Glebe Road, Arlington, Arlington County, VA 22203. 
Public comments regarding potential effects from this site on 
historic properties may be submitted within 30 days from the 
date of this publication to:  Trileaf Corp, Kaitlin, k.abrams@tri-
leaf.com, 8600 LaSalle Road, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21286, 
410-853-7128.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
We are pleased to announce that

Mount Vernon Cardiology Associates, Ltd.
has joined Inova Medical Group Cardiology.

To make an appointment or
To request medical records please contact:

Mount Vernon Office:
703.780.9014

8101 Hinson Farm Rd, Suite 408
Alexandria, VA 22306

Springfield Office:
703.780.9014

6355 Walker Ln, Suite 406
Alexandria, VA 22310

Lorton Office:
703.780.9014

8988 Lorton Station Blvd, Suite 200
Lorton, VA 22079

Woodbridge Office:
703.780.9014

14605 Potomac Branch Dr, Suite 210
Woodbridge, VA 22191

To move your records to a provider
Outside our network, customary fees apply.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
REVENUE BOND FINANCING BY

VIRGINA COLLEGE BUILDING AUTHORITY

FOR MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY

Notice is hereby given that the Virginia College Building Au-
thority (the “Authority”) will hold a public hearing on the applica-
tion of Marymount University (the “University”), a nonprofit in-
stitution of higher education within the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia whose principal business address is 2807 North Glebe 
Road, Arlington, Virginia 22207, for the Authority to issue, pur-
suant to the Educational Facilities Authority Act (the “Act”), its 
educational facilities revenue bonds, which may be tax-exempt 
or taxable, in one or more series from time to time in a maxi-
mum aggregate principal amount not to exceed $175,000,000 
(the “Bonds”). The proceeds of the Bonds are to be used to as-
sist the University in the following plan of financing (collective-
ly, the “Plan of Financing”): (a) refunding the outstanding prin-
cipal of the Authority’s (i) Educational Facilities Revenue and 
Refunding Bonds (Marymount University Project) Series 1998 
issued to refund a portion of prior bonds of the Authority which 
financed and refinanced a prime computer system, acquisition 
and renovation of an eight-story, 100,000 square foot office 
building located at 1000 North Glebe Road (the “Ballston Cam-
pus”) in the Ballston neighborhood of Arlington County, Virgin-
ia, acquisition of approximately 1.45 acres of land contiguous 
to the University’s main campus at 2807 North Glebe Road 
(the “Main Campus”) in the Yorktown neighborhood of Arling-
ton County, Virginia for use as a parking lot, and construction 
of an 88,640 square foot academic parking structure on the 
Main Campus, and financed the renovation and expansion of 
the University Center on the Main Campus and the upgrading 
of the University’s telecommunications wiring system and (ii) 
Educational Facilities Revenue Note (Marymount University 
Project) Series 2009 (the “2009 Note”) issued to finance the 
construction and equipping of a residence hall, academic sci-
ence and health science building, and parking facility on the 
Main Campus; (b) refinancing certain debt incurred by the Uni-
versity to finance renovations to the academic buildings known 
as the Main House and Rowley Hall on the Main Campus; (c) 
funding swap breakage costs in connection with the 2009 
Note; (d) financing certain deferred maintenance improve-
ments and renovations to the Main Campus, which may in-
clude, without limitation, window replacements, parking facility 
repairs, bathroom renovations, elevator replacements and car-
pet replacements; (e) financing or refinancing the construction 
and equipping of an approximately nine-story, 165,000 square 
foot academic building to be owned by the University and lo-
cated on the site of the Ballston Campus; and (f) financing oth-
er eligible costs associated with the Bonds, including the fund-
ing of reserves, capitalized interest and issuance costs.

The public hearing, which may be continued or adjourned, will 
be held at 10:30 o’clock a.m. on Wednesday, February 11, 
2015, before the Authority or its designee, in the Treasury 
Board Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the James Monroe 
Building, 101 North 14th Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219.  As 
required by the Act, the Bonds will not pledge the credit or the 
taxing power of the Commonwealth of Virginia or the Authority, 
but will be payable solely from revenues derived from the Uni-
versity and pledged therefor.  Any person interested in the is-
suance of the Bonds or the locations or purposes of the proj-
ects to be financed pursuant to the Plan of Financing may ap-
pear and be heard.  Written comments may be submitted prior 
to February 11, 2015, at the Authority’s address set forth be-
low.  A copy of the University’s application materials may be in-
spected at the Authority’s office, 3rd Floor, James Monroe 
Building, 101 North 14th Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, 
during business hours.

VIRGINIA COLLEGE BUILDING AUTHORITY

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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PRIVATE SWORD
COLLECTION FOR SALE
Antique swords from the United 

States and United Kingdom. 
Call 703-371-1765

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE

7-Days Convenience Store, 
Inc trading as 7-Days Conven-

ience Store, 3518 Moncure 
Avenue, Falls Church, VA 

22041. The above establish-
ment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer Off Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-

ic beverages. Mulugeta 
Alemayehu Wereta/President

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 
or 800-552-3200.
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Jan & Dan Laytham
Dianne Van Volkenburg

Office: 703-757-3222
Susan Canis

Associate Realtor
Anne Erickson

Associate Realtor

Great Falls $2,999,000

Great Falls $1,229,000

Great Falls 1,250,000

Great Falls $799,000Great Falls $1,599,999

Great Falls $3,999,000

Great Falls $825,000 Clifton $1,297,000

Reston $875,000

Great Falls $1,749,000

Great Falls $799,000

Great Falls $4,500,000

Great Falls $1,197,000

Great Falls $925,000

Great Falls $2,450,000

9841 Georgetown Pike • Great Falls VA 22066Sally Marvin
Associate Realtor
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